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L I V E S T O C K

Quality Suffolk Rams
at Affordable Prices

Streamland
S U F F O L K S

Phone: 09 422 4947 
Website: www.streamland.co.nz

Email: sue@streamland.co.nz

StreamlandStreamland

• Try Suffolk 
fast growing, meaty 
& productive breed.

• Quality Suffolk Rams 
available now

• Bred in Northern NZ 
environment

• Ewes also available
• Registered Suffolk 

Breeder

Northland Field Days

PROGRESSIVE
RED DEVON

PROGRESSIVE
RED DEVON

PROGRESSIVE
RED DEVON

PROGRESSIVEPROGRESSIVE

Gavin Cooper 09 432 3098
550 Maungakaramea Rd, RD8, Whangarei
Carl & Rose Cookson 09 401 1957
433 Wharepunga Rd, Kaikohe
John & Michelle Cameron 027 644 1143
403 O’Carroll Rd, RD8, Whangarei

Aimee Lenssen 09 431 4498
33 Ryan Rd, Wellsford

SITE # 603 Pavilion 1

SIS BALL COCK VALVE

www.sisballcock.co.nz | 0800 175 720
Only available direct from manufacturer

Price $99.50+GST EACH 
Freight free anywhere in NZ

• Buy 10 receive 12 and 2x service kits

• 3 models available – all the one price • Nearly indestructible

• Only NZ Manufacturer providing lifetime guarantee on the body of the ballcock

100 % Livestock Financing Available 

Neil Wylie • 027 493 4467 • neilwylierural@farmside.co.nz

Finance | Farm Leasing | Farm Overseer

• Total flexibility – you buy stock - you choose when and how 
to sell them

• No repayments until stock is sold

• Loans from  $10 K to $2 M

• No affiliation or liability to any stock firm or works

• No impact on your current financing / security (as security 
only taken over stock)

• Separate your livestock lending from your current OD account

• Deal with someone experienced who knows the business

• Very easy and quick application process – phone me for a chat

• Finance provided by Heartland Bank Limited. Heartland Bank 
lending criteria, terms, conditions and fees apply.

DOG FOOD PRODUCTS

Paul Turner
NORTHLAND DISTRIBUTOR

(Nutri-Chiens Ltd)

021 114 5535
mightymix.northland@gmail.com

PURCHASE AND ENTER THE
DRAW TO WIN A CHEST FREEZER!*

*Conditions Apply

Come & see us at the Northland Field Days — Site 613

LOMACS reverse gateway spring 
A D V E RT O R I A L

An 80-year-old Northland man believes he has invented a 
game-changing device for electric tape gateways with a touch of 
reverse engineering and farmers are impressed with what they 
see.

Pipiwai farmer Alex Macmillan, the 
man behind the creation of LOMACS 
gateway hinge spring, due to be 
launched in at the Northland Field 
Days in Dargaville, says ‘it could last 
a lifetime and save farmers plenty of 
money, frustration and broken gateways 
along the way’.

“While appreciative of the companies 
that created the current designs of 
gate tape handles — of which I have 
purchased hundreds over the years 
— the products clearly have a limited 
lifetime and eventually fail for a number 
of reasons and I always wanted a better 
option,” says Alex.

“I felt there had to be a better way 
to operate gateways that are controlled 
by electric tapes. Rather than whinging 
about what others had created, I thought 
I should get into gear and devise a 
solution myself and a couple of years 
ago set about designing a bullet-proof 
model — based on my observations over 
decades of farming.”

The product is made of marine grade 
stainless steel to take rusty springs out of 
the equation once and for all. 

“This point was clearly reinforced 
by the many hundreds of farmers who 
visited our stand at Mystery Creek last 
year. The reason other types fail is 
because they are exposed to UV light, 
weather and contamination — such as 
mud, water and foreign matter, which 
get in and degrade the componentry of 
their make-up, and they ultimately break.

“I set out to design something that was 
sturdy, would last for decades and which 
was much more environmentally friendly 
given there is no plastic in the mechanism 
— just marine grade stainless steel.”

Alex also devised a way to 
permanently secure the hinge spring to 

the opposite post to which the spring 
handles are traditionally used. The hinge 
spring and activator is permanently 
secured to the post and has a swivel 
design allowing it to move from side 
to side, so it essentially eliminates 
any chance of damage. “It also gives 
consistent spring compression on the 
tape attachment every time as there is 
no chance of it stretching beyond the 
current barrel. The barrel itself is well-
protected from contamination such as 
mud, organic matter and water.”

The robust activator, which attaches 
the stainless steel unit to the post, can be 
quickly and easily � xed to the post in a 
number of ways. 

“Having the unit permanently attached 
removes the risk of someone running 
over the unit, as happens with the current 
spring units. Being electri� ed from the 
barrel end, the tape is always live, 
removing the risk of inquisitive animals 
chewing it, which is another bene� t. 
I am looking forward to unveiling my 
updated prototype to the New Zealand 

market for the � rst time at the � eld days 
and believe locals will be sold on the 
concept. More innovations are in the 
pipeline, and in time may enhance this 
invention, but for now I want to focus 
on doing the LOMACS gateway hinge 
justice and giving farmers access to a 
quality product,” he says.

“The exciting thing is the unit can be 
applied to sectors outside of farming — 
the marine industry being just one.”

The � rst units will be available for 
sale mid-year with the price still to 
be determined. Visit LOMACS New 
Zealand Ltd in Rural Pavilion 1 at 
site 604.

Alex Macmillan — the inventor of LOMACS reverse gateway spring

BE THE SOBER D FOR A NIGHT

Avoid Drink Driving


